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‘An amazing example of the importance, power and potential
inherent in digital collaboration’

Abby Baker of
IDP UK with
(from L. to r.)
Sang Fajun, Liang
Xushu, Mao Lei
and Sheng Yanhai
of the Dunhuang
Academy during
a training visit in
October.

The past two years has seen IDP invest heavily in redesigning the website and improving its functionality and it was therefore
gratifying to receive recognition for this in a review in the first issue of the Journal of Web Librarianship (1.1 (2007): online summary
on http://wwwlib.jmu.edu/org/jwl/volumel_issuel.html). The review offers an excellent guide to the IDP website and database
and we appreciate the time the reviewers spent in understanding the resources on offer and how to access them. The article con-
cluded with the following comment:

‘The International Dunhuang Project is an amazing example of the importance, power, and potential inherent
in digital collaboration. This project provides resources for all levels of users from schoolchildren to post-doctoral
researchers. It offers a springboard for collaboration and is an inspiration for other cross-cultural, multidimensional
library-related websites.

But we can offer a lot more and 2008 promises to be busier for us than ever with exciting new collaborations, research projects
and, of course, digitisation, to make the collections ever more accessible. In 2007 we launched the education section of the website
offering resources for teachers, students and researchers with the aim of reaching beyond the scholarly community. We welcome
your research papers to add to those already online. Work is now underway on developing ‘My IDP’, a personalised web space, and
on palacographical tools, both of which will be available by spring next year. We hope these enhancements will make the resource
even more powerful and useful for scholars and others worldwide and we welcome your feedback.

Apart from the web development work, the six months since the last issue of IDP News have been, as usual, a busy and productive
time for IDP. We were very pleased to host the Seventh IDP Conservation Conference at the British Library in May and welcomed
long-standing and new colleagues working on conservation of Central Asian material worldwide. At the end of the year we launched
conservation pages on the website which we hope will be of interest and use to many of you. Brief details of both of these are given
in our regular conservation roundup on pp. 7-8 along with one of the papers from the conference (on the manufacture of Asian

inks (p. 5-6)). Other papers will be available online and published in future issues of IDP News.
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THROUGH INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION




Stein and Chinese Officials at Dunhuang

Wang Jiqing

The situation in Dunhuang at the [=
time of Stein’s visit
Since the eighteenth century, the desolate

and largely uninhabited land around Dunhuang
had been reclaimed by immigrant farmers
from central China. An additional land tax
called caimailiang (FFAR) had been levied on
them. In the nineteenth century, Dunhuang
peasants repeatedly petitioned all levels of
the government for the abolition of the tax.
Considering that the revenue was indispens-
able for meeting administrative and military |
expenditures of the Dunhuang local govern-
ment, the authorities always refused their
petitions and suppressed their resistance. ‘

In April 1902, Wang Zonghan (VE55%]) was
appointed Magistrate of Dunhuang. During his
term of office (1902-06), the caimailiang crisis
escalated. From autumn 1905 the peasants re-
fused to pay the tax.In March 1906, the provin-
cial government shifted Wang Zonghan from
Dunhuang to Lanzhou and appointed Huang
Wanchun (#/7%) as Magistrate of Dunhuang.
Huang Wanchun’s top priority was to deal with
the caimailiang crisis, but by autumn 1906 the
peasants were still refusing to pay the tax.

At the end of 1906, ShengYun (J}1t),Viceroy
of Shaanxi and Gansu (BkH &%) who resided L

to travel in the territory of Chinese Turkestan
as well as in the province of Kan-suh and if
necessary further east. A specific mention of
my official position would be distinctly useful,
and I hope, therefore, it will be possible to
draw the attention of His Majesty’s Embassy
at Peking to this point.?

To this point Sir Ernest Satow, British
Minister at Peking, really paid attention. Af-
ter repeated false translations, Stein’s official

position was mistakenly designated as ‘Prime
Minister of Education of Great Britain’ (K%
[ 5325 KE) on his Chinese passport issued
by the Wai-wu-pu (Chinese Foreign Office)
on 10th September 1905.° To any Chinese
officials of western China, this title would
frighten them out of preventing Stein from
doing anything.

Stein arrived at Kashgar on 8th June 1906,
where he engaged Jiang Xiaowan (¥,
Chiang Ssi-yeh) as his Chinese secretary. In
the course of the subsequent two years, Jiang
Xiaowan greatly assisted Stein by dealing with
all Chinese officials. Before Stein entered
Gansu, he asked his old friend Pan Zhen (#%
%), Daotai (&%) of Aksu, to write a series of
recommendation letters to officials of western

Gansu, including Huang Wanchun. On his

in Lanzhou and governed Shaanxi, Gansu and ~ Wang Jiayan, the Magistrate of Dunhuang arrival within the Gansu border, Stein sent a

Xinjiang (pictured opposite), dispatched Wang

from March 1907.This is a detail of a
iavan (EXZ) (pictured above) to Dunhuan; hotograph taken by Stein in June 1907.
y 12 g  photograp 5

telegraphic salutation to Sheng Yun.
Newly-arrived Wang Jiayan had not had

to carry out an on-the-spot investigation.Wang The complete picture shows Wang with his time to acquaint himself with any official

Jiayan submitted a report to the effect that

wife and mother-in-law.

documents or letters concerning Stein’s visit

both government and peasants should make  see heep://idp.bl.uk/database/oo_loader. and consequently neglected this unexpected

concessions and the tax should be reduced
by half.

In spring 1907, Dunhuang suffered a
diphtheria epidemic, although not as serious as those in 1870,
1871,1895 and 1900.At such a critical moment, Wang Jiayan was
appointed Magistrate of Dunhuang with a special mission to relax
the tension by solving the caimailiang problem for good. On the
evening of 11th March 1907, Wang Jiayan accepted the official
seal from Huang Wanchun. It was on the very day that Aurel Stein
and his party entered the Dunhuang oasis from the west.

Stein’s first contact with Chinese officials

Stein came to Dunhuang fully prepared. In his application
to the Government of India for his Second Expedition, Stein
even requested a sum of 1,500 Rupees to buy ‘suitably selected
presents for the chieflocal Magistrates’. Stein also suggested in his
application that ‘timely steps may be taken to secure for me the
necessary passport from the Chinese Government, enabling me

a4d?pm=Photo 392/26(328)
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visitor. When Stein paid his first visit on 13th
March, Wang Jiayan ‘had just managed to
dig out from his predecessor’s office records
the elegantly worded epistle by which my Tao-t’ai patron had
recommended me to the magistrate’s attention.* Reception and
protection of such a distinguished foreign guest must have been
a heavy burden on this new Magistrate whose utmost concern
was to treat the more serious caimailiang problem.

Stein next called on Lin Taiging (#ki%), Commander of
Shazhou Battalion (ZH7#) in charge of local public security.
On Stein’s arrival, Lin Taiqing lost no time in dispatching his
soldiers to act as Stein’s camp guard. After their first meeting on
13th March 1907, Stein realized ‘that Lin Ta-jén enjoyed more
authority in his own sphere than Wang, the newly arrived civilian,
did in his, was quite clear. ... Luckily the two dignitaries were
on excellent terms, and the magistrate was only too anxious
to let me benefit by the predominant local influence of his
military colleague.’ Lin Taiging, who controlled the real power
of Dunhuang, would be responsible for Stein’s safety.

This is a summary of a much longer article that will be published shortly. Details will be given in IDP News.
Wang Jiging presented this paper at the Stein and Dunhuang conference in May 2007. He has previously written on
Magistrate Wang and the photograph shown above in IDP News 10.




In response to Stein’s salutation telegram, Sheng Yun sent a

telegraphic circular to several Daotai and all magistrates of Gansu
by the end of March, strongly recommending Stein to official
notice. Hence Wang Jiayan and Lin Taiging became more attentive
to Stein and more vigilant over his activities.

Official ignorance of Stein’s doings at Mogao

On 21st May, Stein and his party arrived at the Mogao Caves
and were welcomed by Wang Yuanlu (F[f#). An officer and
some soldiers of the Dunhuang army were sent by Wang Jiayan
and Lin Taiqing to accompany Stein’s party to the caves, in
order to watch and guard them. On 23rd May, Stein dismissed
the soldiers and entered Cave 17 for the first time. From that
afternoon, Stein secretly selected manuscripts and paintings from
various bundles in Cave 16, without being noticed by the soldiers
or worshippers.

‘Wang Yuanlu was persuaded to sell Stein what the government
had sealed up for safekeeping in Cave 17 ‘on the solemn condition
that nobody besides us three was to get the slightest inkling of
what was being transacted, and that as long as I kept them on
Chinese soil the origin of these “finds” was not to be revealed to
any living being’® On the morning of 29th May, the transaction
was settled. In order to avoid the eyes of the supervisory soldiers,
all selections were transported by Jiang Xiaowan and Stein’s
trusted followers under the screening shadow of the steep river
bank.

When Stein was busy with his work at Mogao, Wang Jiayan
devoted himself to the settlement of the caimailiang issue. After
some radical peasants refused to accept the official conditions, an
angry Wang Jiayan decided to resolve the tax problem by force.
Fearing a riot which might expose Stein to danger, Wang Jiayan
and Lin Taiqing reluctantly postponed their military action.

Stein’s prolonged stay at Dunhuang in such an eventful period
had given alarm. Apparently based on Wang Jiayan and Lin
Taiqing’s reports, Chai Hongshan (253 1l), Commander-in-chief
of the Suzhou Garrison (ifi/H4) responsible for the peace of

Sheng Yun, Viceroy of Shaanxi and
Gansu, hosting Mannerheim and his
expedition in Lanzhou.

Courtesy of the National Museum
of Finland/Finno-Ugrian Society,
(VKK 269.891)

western Gansu, wrote a report to ShengYun in April 1907.7 It said
that he believed Stein’s archaeological activities would inevitably
turn towards tombs, that the popular prejudice thus aroused might
expose Stein to personal risks, and that the provincial government
might be exposed to inconvenient trouble too. Sheng Yun soon
gave instructions enjoining Wang Jiayan to dissuade Stein with
all diplomatic politeness from any attempt at excavation.

On the morning of 31st May, a military officer of Dunhuang
(Liu) was sent by Lin Taiging to visit the Mogao Caves to inves-
tigate Stein’s activities. Uneasy with a guilty conscience, Wang
Yuanlu went to the town the same day to resume his seasonal
begging tour and to find out if anyone knew of the secret
transaction between him and Stein.

On 1st June,Wang Jiayan went to the Mogao caves to see Stein
and convey Sheng Yun’s orders. Wang Jiayan, who was utterly
ignorant of Cave 17, came too late to affect Stein’s transaction
with Wang Yuanlu. Glad though he was about this, Stein could
not help feeling uneasy when he learned of Wang Jiayan’s purpose.
On the morning of 2nd June, Stein sent Jiang Xiaowan to town
for a couple of days in order to get Wang Jiayan to write plain
reports to Chong Jun (548), Daotai of Suzhou, and to Sheng
Yun, explaining that his own work lay all in the desert and the
nature of it was harmless.

On the evening of 5th June, Jiang Xianwan returned from the
town with assurance that Wang Jiayan had sent report by wire
to Suzhou explaining the innocent nature of Stein’s ‘hobby’. At
the same time, Wang Yuanlu also returned from the town with
assurances that nobody knew about the secret transaction. Wang
Yuanlu was encouraged to make a second transaction on 6th June.
The whole collection was again brought to Stein’s camp at the
dead of night for the purpose of deceiving the accompanying
Chinese soldiers. After settling the second transaction, Stein
began to pack the antiques from 7th June. The unsettled situation
and fear of diphtheria forced Stein to leave Mogao as soon as
possible.




Stein’s departure from Dunhuang

Lin Taiging came to Mogao to see Stein on the morning of
9th June in the course of his packing. Lin Taiqing’s visit shortly
after Wang Jiayan’s was aimed at examining Stein’s activities and
persuading Stein to leave this troubled place as soon as possible.
Lin Taiging confided that both he and Wang Jiayan deemed it
prudent to delay any military action until Stein was safely out of
the district. Seeing that Stein had been attacked by fever and severe
facial swelling since 7th June, Lin Taiqing talked exaggeratedly
about the prevalence in Dunhuang of the diphtheria epidemic,
apparently with the purpose of frightening Stein away as quickly
as possible.

Stein had observed on 16th March that some priests were
‘probably assisting in the celebrations which were reported
being held in the town in order to drive off an epidemic attack
described like influenza’® Lin Taiging’s sentences of 9th June
terrified Stein more: ‘Nan-Darin [Lin Taiging] estimates present
population of Tun-huang at 80,000 souls. More than this number
died in Kang-hsi (rect. Kuang-hsu = Guangxu) 21 (1895) by an
epidemic similar to the one now causing many deaths in city,
appar. a kind of diphtheria.Young soldier boy who used to watch
my camp, succumbed a few days ago. ! The young soldier who
used to watch Stein’s camp had died of diphtheria in early June,
Stein made ‘compensation for services of soldier (dead)’ on 12th
June with 5 Liangs of silver.!!

Lin Taiging’s visit hastened Stein’s leaving. Stein continued his
packing on 9th June in spite of being ‘weary with fever’’? On
10th June, Stein again felt ‘very tired with low fever’ [Ed. note:
Stein suffered from recurrent bouts of malaria fever], but he still
‘approached Tao-shi with suggestions of subsequent cession of
kings, but met by former apprehension, etc. On 11th June, Stein
paid 11 Liangs of silver as ‘reward to Military Daloi & Escort’ who
had turned a blind eye to Stein’s activities for as long as three
weeks at the Mogao caves."

Stein left Mogao on 12th June. On arrival in Dunhuang town
he went to see Lin Taiging and then Wang Jiayan. He was glad
to know that Wang Jiayan had smoothed his way at Anxi and
Suzhou. They then reassembled at Lin Taiqing’s residence for a
quiet meal. Stein left the town of Dunhuang on the evening of
the same day, when he found Wang Jiayan and Lin Taiqing with
all officials assembled to bid him farewell at a temple outside the
city gate. This was Stein’s last sight of Lin Taiqing.

Stein’s gratitude to Chinese officials

After Stein’s departure from Dunhuang, Wang Jiayan was
preoccupied with the tax problem. On 23rd July, Wang Jiayan’s
soldiers killed Zhang Huming (#3##), a peasant leader. News
spread quickly and about 3,000 angry peasants launched an attack
on the town. Despite the soldiers' heavy fire they broke through
the town gate and then occupied the Magistrate’s Office. In order
to give vent to their anger, the rebels destroyed and burnt away
everything in the Magistrate’s Office. In the course of this revolt,
fourteen soldiers were killed.

Reports about the rebellion in Dunhuang were submitted
eventually to Sheng Yun. Sheng Yun immediately ordered that
Wang Jiayan be discharged from his post and that this ex-
Magistrate and a dozen of the chief rebels be sent to Suzhou for
judicial interrogation. Stein heard the news about the rebellion
of Dunhuang at Suzhou. Knowing that no Chinese officials
would threaten his archaeological collections, Stein continued his

explorations.When Stein returned to Suzhou on 13th September,
he saw Wang Jiayan there awaiting a formal court of enquiry. This
was Stein’s last sight of Wang Jiayan.

Stein returned to Anxi on 25th September. During his stay
there he took advantage of the anarchic situation in Dunhuang,
dispatching Jiang Xiaowan secretly to Mogao for more
manuscripts. This time Jiang Xiaowan acquired for Stein the
biggest haul: 230 bundles containing about 3000 rolls.

Stein left Anxi on 8th October and arrived at Hami in
Xinjiang on 19th October.At Hami, Stein wrote a farewell letter
to ShengYun with whom he had communicated but never met.
Stein boasted that ‘in my farewell letter to the Viceroy sent later
on from Hami, Chiang made me put in a good word for Wang
(Jiayan). I do not know what attention, if any, was paid to it; but
before I left Turkestan Chiang heard the cheerful news that Wang
had been finally exonerated and given a fresh magisterial charge
elsewhere. “ Wang Jiayan indeed continued his official career in
Gansu and Xinjiang until 1913.

After completing his Second Expedition, Stein suggested in
Calcutta in December 1908 that the government of India should
thank Sheng Yun, Wang Jiayan and other Chinese officials. The
Government of India and British India Office expressed their
thanks to those officials Stein listed. The Times announced on
5th April 1909 that: ‘It is gratifying to know that the Indian
Government have lost no time in recognizing the help which Dr.
Stein has received from various Chinese officials. His Majesty’s
Secretary of State for India has been asked to convey the cordial
acknowledgement of the Government of India to the officials
concerned, through the British Minister at Peking and the
Chinese Government. Sadly, Chinese scholars did not link Stein
with Cave 17 until 1910.

Wang Jiging is Professor of Chinese History, Lanzhou University, China.
His recent books include ¢ PRI 4 PO vk i [ 2% ity FHC D

(A Study of the Diary of Aurel Stein's F ourth Central Asian Expedition)

GO 5 A ABEE)  (durel Stein in Japan ) , both Lanzhou, 2004;

(EERE: WEIMLHY)  (The Dispersion of the National Treasuries:

Events in the Library Cave of Dunhuang), Lanzhou, 2007.
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A Study in the Manufacture of Old Asian Inks

Xuhua Zhan

Unlike most of the other Central Asian manuscripts, a small
group of seventh-century manuscript fragments written in San-
skrit in the British Library show significant signs of ink corrosion.
The identification of the ink(s) used on this group of manuscripts
is crucial for discovering the cause of this corrosion but little
work has been carried out on the problem so far. This research
focuses on the possible types of ink that were available at the time;
an analysis, based on the evidence from historical sources, of the
materials used to make these inks; actual reconstruction of the
inks; and, finally, tests to disclose their corrosive nature.

As a first hypothesis, it would be reasonable to assume that the
ink was a type of iron gall ink: these are most commonly known
for their corrosive nature. However, other types of ink might also
result in corrosion. Since the Sanskrit fragments were found at
Central Asian archaeological sites, the search for the origin of the
ink was initially limited to Chinese, Indian, Persian and Arabic
sources, those countries that were culturally, religiously and com-
mercially active in the area in this period and later.

Although Chinese ink has long been known for its non-cor-
rosive nature and lack of fading, the historical literature in fact
reveals the use of corrosive materials in its manufacture, including
metallic vitriol and botanical ingredients. The main ingredients of
Chinese ink are carbon, either from soot or lampblack, and ani-
mal glue. However, as shown by Li Xiaomei and Chao Guanzhi,
vitriol (lufan T##1)" as well as botanical ingredients such as the
bark of the ash (ginpi &)%), sappanwood (sumu #A) and sour
pomegranate skin were also used as additives by some famous
ink-makers such as Li Tinggui 54 in the ninth century.? The
botanical ingredients could possibly produce tannin. When tan-
nin reacts to the vitriol, sulphate will be released from metallic
vitriol and catalyse the degradation of paper or other writing
material. Therefore, even though there is no literature stating
that Chinese ink corrodes paper, the recorded use of vitriol and
tannin-rich botanical materials should be taken into account as a
possible cause of paper corrosion.Although it is not yet confirmed
whether pre-Tang period ink contains corrosive ingredients, a
1997 research report by Shanghai Museum showed that a Han
period ink collection contains high levels of copper and iron.?

Most of the available historical Indian ink recipes are similar to
those of many Arabic inks. Indian ink is a combination of carbon
black and compounds which are likely to cause corrosion.A thir-
teenth-century Indian treatise gives vitriol, lampblack and gallnut
as major ingredients.* Other sources record that gallnut and vitriol
were used continuously in two recipes,® corroborated by a recipe
for black ink in an unpublished seventeenth-century manuscript
which states that gum-arabic, lampblack, gallnut (mazu) and Turk-
ish vitriol (Zak-i-Tirki) © have been used for hundreds of years.
From a test on a nineteenth-century Sanskrit fragment written
with Indian ink, iron, a corrosive element, was detected.

Over thirty ink recipes have been found in Arabic treatises.
Most of them consist of carbon (soot) with different binders
and vitriol as additives.” Gallnut and vitriol ink was used in the
Middle East from about AD 200. It is believed that this kind of
blue-black ink was highly developed much earlier for writing on
papyrus and came from Egypt to Palestine, and then moved into
Persia in the third century.® In later treatises, vitriol and tannin
are still stated as crucial ingredients.’

Detail of Stein manuscript IOL San 2003 (from Khadalik, Stein site no.
Kha.i.215-217) showing the corrosive effects of the ink.

Those materials used in Indian and Arabic inks could cause
a chemical reaction which would corrode paper. Furthermore,
the long-term damage to paper by iron or copper vitriol was
addressed in Qadi Ahmad’s treatise.While he understood that iron
or copper sulphate can catalyse the degradation of paper, the fact
that alum could also, in the long term, cause paper degradation
was not realised. The author even suggested using alum rock
(zama) to replace iron or copper vitriol. Iron or copper vitriol
continued to be an important ingredient of ink up until the
nineteenth century.'

With help from Dr. George Kremer, the ink of Asrarul Khat
and two of Quadi Ahmad’s inks (using iron sulphate and copper
sulphate as additives respectively) were reproduced in the Kremer
laboratory. A three-month aging test was then undertaken using
two different methods. Three different Chinese modern inks,
from the manufacture by Cao Sugong ## 1), Hu Kaiwen #FF
% and Yidege —754/, the two Quadi Ahman inks and the one
Asrarul Khat ink were painted on xuan paper. All samples were
divided into two groups. Group one was placed in a container
with Glycerol 90% water mixture to set a RH 32% and tem-
perature 70°C environment for three months, after light fasting
the sample in Microscal Light Fastness Tester (the LFT1E--500)
for eight days. Group Two was exposed under direct sunlight in
room temperature and RH for three months in summer.

Subsequently, in group one, both the Asrarul Khat’s ink
samples (with copper sulphate) showed brown discolouration
and corrosion on paper. The sample of Quadi Ahmad’s ink with
iron sulphate reveals brown discolouration through to the verso
of the paper, and brown halos around the ink writing, whereas
the Quadi Ahmad ink sample with alum sulphate shows slight
brownish discolouration without any obvious corrosion on the
paper. In group two, all Asrarul Khat’s and Quadi Ahmad’s ink
samples showed slight brown discolouration developing through
to the verso of the paper, but no corrosion. All the Chinese inks
in both groups showed no discolouration or corrosion.To detect
better the tannin and metallic elements in ancient ink recipes,
especially Chinese ink, FTIR Spectroscopy and X-Ray Fluo-
rescence are recommended for further research.




This research has provided a wider perspective on the range of
corrosive inks in other cultures rather than only on iron gall ink.
The conclusion of the corrosive nature of those ancient ink sam-
ples is based on the result of the aging test on those samples.
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IDP Conservation News

New Conservation Pages on IDP Website

The IDP conservation pages, written and collated by
Barbara Borghese, went live in December after several months
of editing and testing. They include an introduction to conserva-
tion, conservation specialisms — illustrated with videos and case
studies — details of IDP’s past and ongoing conservation and
science research projects, resource pages including conservation
papers, lists of relevant journals, a glossary, a bibliography, and
links to other sites.

IDP hopes that this new resource will become a valuable in-
strument for both professionals in the field of conservation as well
as for people with a general interest in the topic. Comments and
suggestions on issues related to the conservation pages are wel-
come. Go to conservation on the left-hand menu or directly:
http://idp.bl.uk/pages/conservation.a4d

Seventh International IDP Conservation
Conference

The Seventh IDP Conservation Conference was held on
21st-23rd May 2007 at the British Library London. Fifty-nine
delegates attended with additional staff from the British Library
attending the first day.

The conference offered delegates an excellent opportunity
to meet, discuss and share their knowledge and expertise in

the field of oriental conservation. The conference takes place
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Conservation of the Ten Kings scroll

approximately every two years and has become a focus for those
involved with IDP, the Silk Road and the care and study of
Chinese and Central Asian Collections.

This year’s event included several new features, including two
practical workshops focusing on conservation treatments and an
afternoon session hosted by the Courtauld Institute of Art in
London. Thanks to Sharon Cather and her staff at the Courtauld
for hosting this event.

The first day was largely devoted to advances in conservation
research and reports from IDP affiliated institutions (see below).
The second and third days were devoted to practical activities in-
cluding workshops and round table discussions where participants
had the chance to engage in fruitful discussions and to learn and
practise new conservation skills (see report below).

Conservators, curators and scientists from many different
countries took part in the conference, including China, India,
Russia, Japan, France, Germany, USA and Britain.

Lin Shitian and Zhao Daying from the National Library of
China, along with other conference delegates on a London bus
travelling from the British Library to the Courtauld Institute

session of the IDP Conservation Conference.




Conservation Research

In the past IDP has instigated research initiatives focusing
on material properties and material characterisation including
investigation into the origin of the dyes used on Dunhuang and
other Silk R oad items, paper analysis and forgery of manuscripts,
among other subjects. Details of all these are given on the new
conservation pages under ‘Conservation Projects’.

An investigation into the composition of historic inks found
on collection items has been the focus of a research project carried
out under the auspices of IDP by Xuhua (Sylvia) Zhan, a student
completing a master’s degree in conservation, who studied ink
recipes used on the ancient Silk Road. Her preliminary findings
were presented at the conservation conference and a resume of
her paper is published on pp. 5-6 above. Further results will be
posted on the IDP online conservation pages. Conservation Workshops

Two workshops were presented as part of the Conservation
Conference.They were held in the newly opened British Library
Centre for Conservation, and were the first event of this kind to

be held in the new venue.

The first workshop, organised and run by Mariluz Beltran de
Guevara and Flavio Marzo, of the British Library Conservation
Department explored traditional Asian binding structures and was
attended by fifteeen conservators from six countries.

The second workshop, entitled The Composition of Asian Historic
Papers and run by Agnieska Helman-Wazny and Anna-Grethe
Rischel familiarized participants with analytical techniques and
various paper and fibre types in order to characterize and qualify
Asian papers more accurately.

Both workshops were a great success and IDP has received
many requests for a re-run of the events. A detailed account of
both workshops with images will shortly be published on the
Agnieska Helman-Wazny showing a workshop participant paper fibre samples ~ IDP Conservation Pages.

(above) and Flavio Marzo describing binding techniques (above right).

Tradition and Innovation:
Proceedings of the Sixth IDP Conservation Conference

Edited by Alastair Morrison and Lin Shitian

340 pp. b&w illus., glossary, bibliography

28 papers all in both Chinese and English
The National Library of China, Beijing, 2007

ISBN 978-7-5013-3460-5/G-704
Distributed outside China by The British Library, £20

SPECIAL OFFER TO READERS OF IDP NEWS
A£15 (inc. P&P in UK/EU); £17.50 (for shipping elsewhere)

And do not forget our postcards...
High-quality IDP postcards showing a
range of items from the British Library’s Central
Asian collections are available to buy through
IDP, with profits going directly to our work.

Pack of 12 (1 of each) - £6 inc UK/EU p&p
12 of your choice - £7 inc UK/EU p&p
(add £1 to total order for p&p outside EU.)
Order by credit card directly online on;
https://www.bl.uk/aboutus/idpform.html
Or send a cheque to IDP (details p.12)
payable to ‘The British Library’.
PLEASE REMEMBER to include your full mailing address.




Journals

Steppe
Issue 3, December 2007
Edited by Summer Coish and Lucy Kelaart.
For further details and to subscribe see:
http://www.steppemagazine.com

steppe three . WINTER 2007/2008 . UK £10. US $20

steppe

ENTRAL ASIAN PANORAMA

SilkRoad Newsletter

Volume 5.1 Summer, 2007
Edited by Daniel Waugh
Contents include:
‘Richthofen’s ‘Silk R oads’: Toward the Ar-
chaeology of a Concept’, Daniel Waugh
‘Food, Medicine and the Silk Roads: The
Mongol-era Exchanges’, Paul D. Buell
‘A Chinese Inscription from a Xiongnu Elite
Barrow in the Tsaraam Cemetery’, Michéle
Pirazzoli-t’Serstevens
‘Dschingis Khan und seine Erben’, reviewed
by Florian Schwarz
‘Conference Report: Marking the Centenary
of Dunhuang’, Daniel Waugh.
For online newsletter and pdf see:
http://silkroadfoundation.org/newsletter/

vol5num1/

Central Eurasian Studies Review
5.2, Fall 2006/Spring 2007

Edited by Marianne Kamp
Contents include:
‘Knowledge-making about Central Eurasia’,
Gabriele Rasuly-Paleczek
‘Viewing Kyrgyz Politics through “Oriental-
ist” Eyes’, Sener Aktiirk
Reflections on a Central Eurasian Model: A
Foucauldian Reply to Barfield on the His-
toriography of Ethno-Nationalisms’, David
Gullette
‘The Social Dimensions of Understanding
Illness and Healing in Islamic Societies from
Africa to Central Asia, Ildiké Bellér-Hann
For online newsletter and pdf see:
http://www.cess.muohio.edu/cesr/pdf/
CESR_05_2.pdf

Bulletin of the Asia Institute
No. 17, December 2007

Edited by Carol Bromberg
Contents include:
‘Costume of the Samarkand Region of Sog-
diana between the 2nd/1st Century B.C.E.
and the 4th Century C.E., Fiona J. Kidd
‘Observations Concerning the Tomb of Mas-
ter Shi’, Albert E. Dien
Papers from the Hephthalite Panel, South Asian
Archaeology Conference, London, July 4-8,2005
To order: $70 + shipping. For earlier volumes,
a 50% DISCOUNT on vols. 5-15 is now
available, as well as vols. 1-4 on CD ROM
disk for $15 each + shipping.
email: bai34@comcast.net

http:/ /www.bulletinasiainstitute.org

Journal of Inner Asian Art
and Archaeology

Volume 2, 2007
Edited by Dr. Lilla Russell-Smith and Dr.
Judith A. Lerner
Contents include:
‘The Buddhist Monastery of Fondukistan,
Afghanistan’, Susanne Novotny
‘A Postscript on “The Seal of a Eunuch in the
Sasanian Court”, Prods Oktor Skjaerve
Articles in honour of Professor Roderick
Whitfield: by Wen C. Fong, Timothy Bar-
rett, Philip Denwood, Amy Heller, Puay-
Peng Ho, Angela E Howard, Regina Krahl,
Liu Heping, James Lin, Meng Sihui, Ning
Qiang, Helen Wang and Wang Tao, Dorothy
Wong, Yen Chih-hung, Peter Zieme.
Print version only: €50 + shipping
Print and online version: €55 + shipping
For further details and to subscribe:
http://www.brepols.net/catalogue/index.
jsp?mpk=202958&art=1423098

Newsletter of

International Liaison Committee for
Dunhuang Studies
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Monographs

Das Buch von der Siindentilgung
Edition des alttiirkisch-buddhistischen
K3anti Kilguluk Nom Bitig Teil 1 + 2
(Berliner Turfantexte. XXV,1-2.)
Jens Wilkens
Brepols Publishers n.v., Turnhout, 2007
LI + 607 pp., 120 b/w illus., PB
ISBN 978-2-503-52621-8, €120
The K3anti Kilguluk Nom Bitig is one of the
most important Uygur Buddhist works and
has been copied time and again. Forty-four
different manuscripts from several sites have
been identified. The edition is accompanied
by a translation into German, an exten-
sive commentary, a transliteration of all the
fragments and a glossary (Uygur, Chinese,
German).
For more details and to order:
http://www.brepols.net/publishers/sales.htm

Aspects of Research into Central
Asian Buddhism
In Memoriam Kogi Kudara
Peter Zieme (ed.)

Brepols Publishers n.v., Turnhout, 2007
483 pp. PB ISBN 978-2-503-52751
€75/$109
Articles by leading scholars in the field along

with a bibliography of Kogi Kudara.
For more details and to order:
http://www.brepols.net/publishers/sales.htm

The Prehistory of the Silk Road
E. E. Kuzmina.Victor H. Mair (edd.)
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2007
64 pp., 73 illus.,
ISBN 978-0-8122-4041-2
$65.00/ £42.50

A volume in the Encounters with Asia series.
Using a diverse range of sources, includ-
ing many Russian sources, E. E. Kuzmina,
renowned Russian archaeologist, looks at
the history of the Eurasian steppe before the
formal establishment of Silk Road trade and
diplomacy.
From the late Neolithic period to the early
Bronze Age, Kuzmina traces the evolution
of the material culture of the steppe and the
contact between civilizations that proved
critical to the development of the widespread
trade that would follow, including nomadic
migrations, the domestication and use of
the horse and the camel, and the spread of
wheeled transport.
The book is complemented by an extensive
bibliography.
For more details and to order:
http://www.upenn.edu/pennpress/
book/14383.html




JRE R 22 it 2 B AU ST
Tang Song zhi ji Guiyijun jingjishi
yanjiu
(Economic History of the
Guiyijun period)
2Ii % Liu Jinbao
Beijing: Zhongguo shehui kexue
chubanshe 2007

After Alexander:

Central Asia Before Islam
Georgina Herrman and Joe Cribb (eds.)
Oxford University Press 2007
500 pp. HB, ISBN 978-0-19-726384-6
£65.00/$125
This is a new study of the history, archaeol-
ogy and numismatics of Central Asia, an area

of great significance for our understanding
of the ancient and early medieval world. This
vast, land-locked region, with its extreme
continental climate, was a centre of civiliza-
tion with great metropolises. Its cosmopoli-
tan population followed different religions
(Zoroastrianism, Christianity, Buddhism),
and traded extensively with China, India, the
Middle East, and Europe. The millennium
from the overthrow of the first world empire
of Achaemenian Persians by Alexander the
Great to the arrival of the Arabs and Islam
was a period of considerable change and
conflict.

To order:
http://www.oup.com/uk/catalogue/
2c1=9780197263846

Bactrian Documents from
Northern Afghanistan
Vol. 2: Letters and Buddhist Texts
Nicholas Sims-Williams
The Nour Foundation in association
with Azimuth Editions, London 2007
326 pp. ISBN 1 874780 90 0

This new volume, containing seventy letters
and three Buddhist texts written in north-
ern Afghanistan between the fourth and the
eighth century AD, completes the publica-
tion of all Bactrian documents so far known.
(Some of these can be seen in the IDP
database: enter ‘bactrian’ as search value.) In
addition to the Bactrian texts and English
translations, presented on facing pages, the
volume includes a short sketch of Bactrian
grammar and a full glossary which also cov-
ers the vocabulary of the preceding volume
(Bactrian Documents from Northern Afghanistan,
TVol. 1: Legal and Economic Documents, 2001,
currently out of print).
Available to order through Amazon

Exhibitions

Origins of the Silk Road
Sensational new finds from
Xinjiang, China
13th October 2007 — 14th January 2008
Martin-Gropius-Bau, Berlin
9th February — 1st June 2008
Reiss-Engelhorn-Museen, Mannheim

This is a spectacular exhibition showing
recent finds from Xinjiang, western China,
dating from 4000 years ago through to the
fourth century AD. The finds, which are
mainly from steppe and nomad cultures,
show the links of peoples in this area with
adjoining regions, including China.
Undoubtedly the most striking exhibits
are the textiles, which range from trousers
made of a tapestry with a Hellenistic design
showing a centaur, a child’s patchwork smock
and, the most complete and refined of all the
pieces, a complete suit of clothes found in a
burial, complete with a face mask decorated
with gold leaf and a miniature kaftan lying
on the chest (see image on catalogue below).

Urspringe
der
Seidenstrale

Catalogue (in German)
Urspriinge der SeidenstraBe
Herausgegeben von Alfried Wieczorek
und Christoph Lind.

Konrad Theiss Verlag, Stuttgart. 2007
300 pp., 300 colour illus.

ISBN 978 3 8062 2160 2
€29,90/SFR 49,90 (Einfuihrungspreis bis
31.12.2008), danach €34,90/SFR 58

This fully illustrated catalogue to the above
exhibition contains details of all the items,
introductions to the sites, and scholarly essays
by experts in the field covering the archaeol-
ogy, environment and history of the region,
along with one essay on the textiles.

http:/ /www.gropiusbau.de

Silk Road to Clipper Ship:
Trade, Changing Markets and
East Asian Ceramics
7th September — 25th November 2007
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, MI
12th January — 4th April 2008
The Reeves Center at Washington &
Lee University, Lexington, VA
3rd May — 1st August 2008
Kresge Art Museum at Michigan State
University, East Lansing, MI

Caparisoned horse, China, about 525-30.,
earthenware with traces of polychrome pigments,
UMMA, Gift of Dr. D. K. Lieu, 1950/2.12.

This exhibition, organized by the University
of Michigan Museum of Art (UMMA) and
drawn from their renowned collection, cov-
ers over 1000 years of Chinese porcelains to
illustrate the important role of foreign trade
and changing domestic markets in stimulat-
ing Chinese potters — and their counterparts
in Japan and Korea — continually to reinvent
their repertoire of shapes and decorative
techniques. The first part traces the exchange
along the Silk Road between the Chinese
Han (206 BC— AD 220) dynasty and ancient
Persia and the Mediterranean world between
the second and tenth centuries. The second
part features coloured porcelains made for
domestic use and foreign exchange during
the Qing dynasty (1644—1911); and the final
section focuses on the competition between
kilns for imperial patronage and the Chi-
nese influence on later Japanese and Korean
ceramic traditions.

For details contact:

tel: +1 517 353-9834

http:/ /www.artmuseum.msu.edu/exhibi-

tions/future/




IDP China
Beijing

The National Library of China (NLC) in
Beijing has been busy recently with the new
library building which will officially open next
year. This will offer enhanced digital services
and space. In the meantime, the IDP Studio
has expanded. A new P45 camera back and
Mamiya body were received as part of the Ford
Foundation project and IDP UK staff spent a
week on training new staff on photography,
manipulation and the database. The expansion
is possible thanks to the continuing generosity
of the Sino-British Fellowship Trust.

A facsimile of the Diamond Sutra, the printed
copy from Dunhuang dated to AD 868, was
produced by the NLC for distribution to
educational institutions throughout China as
part of a state project to reproduce important
historical manuscripts and texts.

The NLC will hold a photographic exhibi-
tion of historic images of China by Europeans
in collaboration with the British Library in
September and October 2008. Meetings were
held during an IDP visit in October to discuss
the arrangements and possible sources of fund-
ing. Details will be given on the IDP website

in the new year.

Dunhuang

A new IDP Centre opened in Dunhuang
in late 2007 to start work on digitising of the
manuscripts at the Dunhuang Academy and,
following this, elsewhere in Gansu, and to work
together on educational projects under a Ford
Foundation Grant. IDP UK staff spent a week
with colleagues at the Dunhuang Academy in
October carrying out training and learning
about Dunhuang and the work of the Academy.
There will be a reciprocal visit in May next year
of DHA staff to London to work together on

an educational workshop.

IDP Worldwide News

IDP Russia

The Institute of Oriental Studies (IOS)
helped organise and hosted the second sym-
posium sponsored by the Ford Foundation (see
opposite for report).

The Mellon-funded project was completed
successfully by the Institute of Oriental Stud-
ies in 2007. In total 6,127 images were sent to
Mellon for inclusion on MIDA part of Artstor.
All these images are also available on IDP.

IOS successfully applied for an Endangered
Archive Grant to digitise its Tangut manu-
scripts. Work will start shortly. In the meantime,
work is continuing on digitisation of the Chi-
nese scrolls, after which work will start on the
Chinese fragments.

IOS also applied to the Ford Foundation
for a grant towards an exhibition of Russian
expeditions on the Silk Road to be held at the
Hermitage in late 2008. Dr Popova, [OS Direc-
tor, visited China in October 2007 to discuss
this exhibition. Full details of the exhibition
will be given in the next issue of IDP News.

Congratulations to Alexander Zorin, cu-
rator of the Tibetan manuscripts at the 1OS,
who was awarded his PhD in July, following
his public defense in December 2006 at St.
Petersburg State University..

His thesis, supervised by the late Professor
Lev N. Menshikov, was entitled ‘The Sources
of Tibetan Poetry: Stotra Hymns In Tibetan
Literature (8th — 14th centuries)’ and examined
a genre of Buddhist hymns as they are repre-
sented in the Tibetan canon. It classified them
by themes, analyzed their stylistics and compo-
sition, defined their functions, and tried to show
how much the borrowed texts influenced the
later Tibetan tradition of hymn writing.

Photography of the folios of the Codex
Siniaticus held at the Russian National Library
was carried out by the IOS in their IDP Photo-
graphic Studio in November. These images will
join images of the other folios held in Britain,
Greece and Germany to form a new facsimile
edition.

| Dunhuang Academy
photographer, Sheng
Yanhai, photographing

| the Han-period wall near
Dunhuang with the new
P45 digital camera back.

IDP Japan

The digitisation of the 7,000 manuscript
fragments of the Otani collection held at Ryu-
koku University was completed in October.
Photography of the fifty scrolls in the collection
started in May and will finish shortly. This work
is being done on the Seta campus with a new
PhaseOne P45+ camera.

Along with photography, the manuscripts
are also subjected to a number of physical
measurements, among which the measurement
of the density of laid paper looks especially
promising, the relevant data being entered into
the database. It is hoped that this information
will be useful in dating and authenticating
Dunhuang manuscripts and in comparing
the Otani material with material in other
collections.

Professor Enami Kazuyuki has continued
to be actively involved in the analysis of the
paper material used in the manuscripts of the
Otani collection.

The compilation of a bibliography of
academic books and articles related to the
collection has been in progress since April. An
updated catalogue originally published by Pro-
fessor Oda Yoshihisa is also being prepared by
Professor Tsuzuki Akiko and is expected to be
completed in spring 2009. The final catalogue
will be made available online on IDP.

In August, IDP members Sakamoto Shouji
and Imre Galambos paid a visit to the Liishun
Museum exhibition held in Aomori.They also
visited, along with Professor Mitani Mazumi,
the local Kogyoji temple where among the
personal items of the late abbot Nimoto, a
significant amount of material was preserved
relating to Otani Kozui and his journal Daijo
(Mahayana). The material comprised letters,
photographs, autograph copies of published
articles, and even Otani’s passport. Plans for
the organizing work of this material are in
process.

In early October Kitsudo Koichi finished
cataloguing the newly discovered Tachibana
fragments. The 181 fragments from Tachiba-
na’s trip to Xinjiang were found earlier this
year in the collection of the late Professor
Ogawa Kan’ichi who had been given these
by Tachibana himself. Most of the fragments
have Chinese text on one side and Uighur or
Sogdian on the other.

Papers and exhibitions:

2nd June: At the 24th Meeting of the Japan
Society for the Study of Cultural Proper-
ties, Fujimoto Shin’ichiro (Professor Enami’s
student) presented a paper with the title: “The
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study of the paper of the Uighur manuscripts
in the Otani collection.

2nd July: Imre Galambos gave a talk at
Ryukoku University titled ‘Otani Kozui’s 1910
visit to London.

14th July- 2 6th August: Exhibition of Central
Asian collection of the Liushun Museum, held
at the Aomori Museum of Art.This was one of
the rare occasions when items from the original
Otani collections now kept in Liishun came
back to Japan. Ryukoku University actively
participated in the exhibition as an organizer
and exhibitor.

10th December: An exhibition organized at
the Omiya campus under the title “The world
of digital archives at R yukoku University’.The
exhibition also includes a display demonstrating
the work carried out by IDP and the use of
the IDP database.

14th December: Dr Sakamoto Shouji pre-
sented the paper ‘Developing the IDP database:
The Archive of Manuscript Scrolls” at a Hu-
manities and Computers symposium entitled
‘Digital Archives and Their Point of View in
Time and Space’, held at Kyoto University.

IDP Germany

There are now almost 10,000 images of Chi-
nese fragments online on IDP from the Berlin
collections along with five catalogues thanks to
the work carried out at the Berlin Brandenburg
Academy of Sciences and Humanities (BBAW)
over the past two years.A grant is now pending
for work to digitise and include the ¢.14,000
Sanskrit fragments on IDP.

The most recent publication of the Berlin

Turfantexte, Das Buch von der Siindentilgung:
Edition des alttiirkisch-buddhistischen Kfanti
Kilguluk Nom Bitig Téil 1 + 2, by Jens Wilkens
was published. Details are given on p.8.

Ford Foundation Symposium

The second symposium held under the
project Bringing Together Scholars, Scholarship
and Scholarly Resources on the Silk Road (China
— India — Russia) 2006-2008 sponsored by the
Ford Foundation took place on 25th-27th
April 2007 at the St. Petersburg Branch of the
Institute of Oriental Studies (IOS), Russian
Academy of Sciences. The topic chosen was
Chinese and Tibetan influences on Tangut
art and religion, with particular reference to
esoteric Buddhism.

After the welcoming speeches, Professor
E. 1. Kychanov showed delegates from China,
India, Russia and the UK examples of Tangut
manuscripts from the IOS collections as well
as giving an introduction to the history of the
Tangut collections held at the IOS. Over the
following two days, a range of papers were
presented on the Tangut collections in Russia,
China and France, as well as papers on Tibetan
Buddhism in the Tangut kingdom, and Central
Asian rock art.

The afternoon session on the second day
was held at the State Hermitage Museum
where Dr K. E Samosuk, curator of the Her-
mitage Tangut collection, gave a paper on
mythology and iconography in paintings
from Kharakhoto. On the final day, the web
resource on Tangut studies prepared by the
project’s Chinese coordinator Dr Saren Gaowa
of the National Library of China was discussed,
followed by a final viewing of Central Asian
manuscripts in the IOS reading room led by
Dr M. I.Vorobjeva-Desyatovskaya.

The third and final symposium under this
project will be held at the Indira Gandhi Na-
tional Centre for the Arts, New Delhi, India,
from 17th-19th March 2008 on the history of
the Central Asian collections worldwide.

See IDP educational research pages:
http://idp.bl.uk/pages/education_research.
ad4d

IDP at Princeton

Thanks to a grant from the American Trust
for the British Library,an IDP digitisation team
spent one week in New York and Princeton
in September digitising material for inclusion
on IDP.

They photographed one scroll at the
Morgan Library, New York and one at the
Princeton University Art Museum. They then
spent three days photographing fragments and
a further scroll in the Princeton East Asian
Library (pictured left) and from a private col-
lection. The material will go online on IDP
in early 2008.

Dr. Priyatosh Banerjee
(1920 - 2007)

An eminent art historian on India and Cen-
tral Asia, Dr. Banerjee was born in present-day
Bangladesh. He obtained a PhD from Patna
University in 1949, performing research on
Indian history and religions, inscriptions and
coins. He read many inscriptions and was
awarded a Smithmundt and Fulbright Scholar-
ship, and a Fellowship of the Indian Council
of Historical Research and Indian Institute of
Advanced Study.

He trained in archaeology and joined the
publication department of the Government of
India to write the monograph The Way of the
Buddha. He played a pivotal role in building
the National Museum from scratch as well as
organising an exhibition of Buddhist art in
Rangoon, Myanmar. He also set up the Zakir
Hussain Galleries and founded the Sri Krishna
Museum. His leadership and erudition gave the
National Museum scholarly recognition.

He served many committees as Member,
Vice President, Chairman, and was Examiner
at Calcutta University, Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity,and Punjab University. He delivered lec-
tures on Indian and Central Asian art at various
institutions in India and abroad, travelling ex-
tensively to the USA, Russia, France, Germany,
Japan, and Myanmar for scholarly work.

Dr Banerjee published more than two
hundred research articles and twelve books. His
devotion and dedication to research is evident
in his three unfinished monographs on Central
Asia which are being completed by his daughter
Dr Radha Banerjee and son-in-law Mr Deepak
Sarkar as a tribute. A research journal is to be
launched very soon in the memory of late Dr
P Banerjee. He was a simple and honest man
who dedicated his life toward the enlighten-
ment of the scholarly world.
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People

IDP UK was very sorry to say goodbye to
Miérta Matko at the end of September. Marta
has worked for IDP on a consultancy basis over
the past two years as part of the Leverhulme
research project. A Tibetan specialist, she was
helping Sam van Schaik in recording palaco-
graphical and codicological data on the IDP
database. Her work has been invaluable. She
is returning to her home town in Hungary
with her husband who has a job there, but we
hope she will be able to carry on doing some
work remotely.

Lazarus Halstead, undergraduate in
Archaeology and Anthropology at Keble Col-
lege, Oxford, spent three weeks as an intern
with IDP, working on bibliography, XML, and
archaeological sites. IDP UK also welcomed
Saren Gaowa from the National Library of
China and Anastasia Kolosova from the
Institute of Oriental Studies, St. Petersburg for
two-week internships in July and November
as part of the Ford Foundation project.

IDP staff have been involved in several
out-reach and research activities over the past
six months. Sam van Schaik gave papers at the
annual meeting of the American Academy of
Religions, San Diego and the Manuscriptology
Conference, Copenhagen. His joint paper with
Jacob Dalton and Tom Davis on the forensic
identification of scribal handwritings appeared
in December 2007 in the online Journal of the
International Association for Tibetan Studies, and
his article on evidence for oral transmission
in the Tibetan Dunhuang manuscripts was
published in the collection Contributions to the
Cultural History of Early Tibet.

Imre Galambos presented papers on
Otani at conferences in Japan and the UK in
July and at Budapest in December. He also
prepared journal articles on Otani’s visit to
London in 1910 and on A. O. Hobbes, an
eighteen-year old Englishman who accompa-
nied Tachibana on the Second Otani Expedi-
tion and died there.

Susan Whitfield gave several papers on
Silk Road topics and IDP, including at the
London May conference, at the Scriptorium
symposium in May (Cambridge, UK), at Prin-
ceton in September, Madrid in October, Seoul
in November and in Bath, UK in December.

IDP UK

She also finished several papers, including an
article on Chinese historiography for a set of
conference papers, on European explorers of
the Silk Road for the forthcoming Odyssey
Xinjiang guide, on Stein and Silk R oad rivalry
for a forthcoming exhibition catalogue and on
the origins and definition of ‘the Silk Road’
as an introduction to the forthcoming issue
of The Journal of the International Association for
the Study of Traditional Asian Medicine. She also
completed a children’s book on Afghanistan
and lectured to various groups of students in
the UK.

Web Site Enhancements

Two major new sections of the website
have recently been launched following several
months of preparation,editing and design. De-
tails of the pages on conservation, prepared
by Barbara Borghese, are given on p. 6.

The Education and Research pages,
prepared by all of IDP but with special input
from Alastair Morrison and Abby Baker, offer
many resouces for teachers and students of
all levels. They can be viewed on http://idp.
bl.uk/pages/education.a4d.

Work is now underway on preparing palaeo-
graphical tools and the ‘My IDP’ functionality,
both of which will be available by spring 2008.

Education Workshop

IDP organised its first “Teachers’ Inspiration
Event’ entitled ‘Buddhism and the Silk Road’
in November. Held at the British Library, it
included a visit to the Foguangshan Buddhist
temple in central London. The event was fully
subscribed and included an introduction to the
temple’s activities and to IDP’s web-based edu-
cational resources. IDP staff gave presentations
on how IDP resources on Buddhism could be
used in the classroom. Teachers were given a

resource pack of text and images.

Funding Update
IDP is extremely grateful to all its support-

ers,including its major funders listed below who
ensure the continuation of IDP’s work.

The Ford Foundation

The Leverhulme Foundation

The Pidem Fund

The Sino-British Fellowship Trust

British Academy

Sam van Schaik and Imre Galambos suc-
cessfully applied to the Britsh Academy for a
Stein-Arnold Fund grant to cover a research
visit to western China.Their research concerns
a Dunhuang manuscript in Tibetan and Chi-
nese which is a series of letters of passage for
a travelling monk. They are planning to try to
retrace the steps of the pilgrim as part of this.
An article is in preparation.

The British Council

We were also fortunate to have received
a grant from ‘Connections Through Culture’
(The British Council) that enabled John Fal-
coner, Head of Visual Materials at the British
Library, to travel to Beijing in October to
discuss a major exhibition of the historical
photographs by Europeans of China to be
held at the National Library of China from
September to October 2008.

American Trust for the British Library

A grant from the American Trust for the
British Library enabled the purchase of a
portable digitisation unit and travel expenses
for an IDP team to work with colleagues at
US institutions to make Dunhuang and Silk
R o0ad material available on IDP (see p. 11).This
resulted in a very successful collaboration and
we hope to work with other US institutions
in the coming years.

Silk Road Supporters

One of IDP’ challenges is to find a regular
source of funding for its core work — one of
the most needed, and yet most difficult, parts
of our work to fund. We are therefore launch-
ing a SILK ROAD SUPPORTERS scheme.
By becoming an Amber, Lapis, Jade or Life
Supporter, you will make an extremely valu-
able contribution towards preserving the Silk
Road heritage for generations to come and
enable IDP to plan ahead and devote more
time to carrying out core work instead of
fundraising. The scheme is deliberately very
simple as we do not want to spend unneces-
sary time and money on administration: please
encourage everyone you know to support us.
For further information, contact Sarah Biggs
at IDP (details below).

IDP News appears twice a year. It is also available online.
Editor: Susan Whitfield; Designer:Vic Swift; Picture Editor: Rachel Roberts
For further details about IDP or to be added to the free mailing list contact:
Kate Hampson, The International Dunhuang Project, The British Library, 96 Euston Road, LONDON NW1 2DB, UK
tel: +44 20 7412 7319 fax: +44 20 7412 7641 email: kate.hampson@bl.uk

http://idp.bl.uk
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